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Mr. Frick is the leader of our school and someone we spend

time with every day, but there are a lot of things students may

not know about him. The Black and Gold decided to interview

Mr. Frick so the students of Wanaque School could learn all

about the person we all call our Principal. 

 

 We wanted to start out by getting to know Mr. Frick and his

teaching history. We asked first “What made you want to be a

principal or a teacher?”. Mr. Frick responded, “I did not

necessarily always want to become a teacher, but when it came

time to decide a career path in college, I thought really hard

about what makes me happy. At this time, my younger brother

had just turned 3 years old, and I realized that I love helping

other people learn new things”. Next, we asked “How long have

you been a school principal or  administrator?”. We learned

that Mr. Frick has been an Administrator in the Wanaque

School District for 7 years, serving as principal for both 

 

By: Jonathan Polizzi

All About Mr. Frick
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Wanaque School Principal Mr. Frick

Haskell and Wanaque School. Finally, we asked “Have you worked in any other school districts besides

Wanaque?” to which Mr Frick responded, “Yes. I worked in Haledon for nine years. I taught 5th grade

for two years, and then Middle School Math for seven years”. 

 

Next, The Black and Gold wanted to know what Mr. Frick does as our principal, and what his favorite

things are about his job. Mr. Frick responded “As the Principal, you need to know a lot about the law.

There are a lot of things that the state makes you deal with in order to ensure that we are in compliance

with the laws and regulations.” When asked what is the best part of being Principal, he answered “My

favorite part about being the Principal of Wanaque School is the kids. While I love working with the

staff and seeing them grow, there's nothing better than connecting with a student, seeing the importance

of their future, and actually changing their lives.” Continuing with this topic, Mr. Frick was asked “Is

there anything you would like to improve about our school?”. His response was, “I'm always looking for

ways to make the school more fun, and to continue our positive school climate. The teachers do a great

job planning, and the PTA helps out in more ways than imaginable”. Next we asked “What do you feel is

your biggest accomplishment as our principal?”. Mr. Frick responded, “ It's all about the students in

Wanaque- every award, graduation, or improvement in an area on a test by our learners I feel is an

accomplishment, for not only them but me as well. The staff and myself are proud of these children

every day.” Finally, Mr. Frick was asked “Do you have any specific goals for next year or the years

ahead?” to which Mr. Frick said “I would like to try to put programs together to really differentiate the

middle school from the elementary grades”. Continued on next page.
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The Black and Gold wanted to learn about Mr. Frick and what he likes to do outside of school. We

learned that Mr. Frick grew up in South Jersey, and that he is married to his beautiful wife Amy. He

has one daughter in 3rd grade, and another daughter who was just born in March. When asked about

his favorite music, Mr. Frick responded “I love all types of music- everything from rock and hip-hop, to

house music and country.” We asked about his favorite sport teams, and we learned that he likes the

Mets and the New York Giants. He added ”I don't follow hockey and basketball as much as I used to, but

if I had to pick the teams for those sports it would have to be the Rangers and the Nets.” Finally we

asked Mr. Frick about his favorite hobbies, and he responded “ My favorite thing to do when I'm alone

is cook. When I’m with my family I like to play games and go for bike rides and go to the park. My wife

and I love to go hiking with our two dogs, Jake and Willy.” 

 

Our last question during our interview was, “Do you have any messages you would like to give to the

readers of our newspaper?”. Mr. Frick kindly answered,“Always try your best no matter what. At the

end of the day, if you can look yourself in the mirror and say, ‘I 100% gave it my all, ’ then you will be

successful in life.” We would like to thank Mr. Frick for taking the time to talk with our newspaper,

and to congratulate his family on the arrival of their new little girl!

This year, Wanaque Elementary School has a

new Vice Principal named Mrs. Luke. The Black

and Gold wanted to help introduce her to our

readers, so we decided to interview her. Mrs.

Luke is very nice, and during our interview we

learned a lot about her!

 

First, we wanted to learn about Mrs. Luke and

her teaching history. We found out that Mrs.

Luke has been a teacher for over 8 years, and

this is her first year as an Administrator. She

added “ I previously taught English and

Anatomy and Physiology for grades 9-12 in

Paterson and Language Arts for grades 5-8 in

Hackensack”. When asked about her favorite

subject as a student, Mrs. Luke answered “My

favorite subjects as a student were Language

Arts and Social Studies because I loved reading

and learning about new cultures, religions, and

aspects of the world. I also love Science because

it can literally come to life before your very

eyes!”. 

 

Continued on the next page.

By Jonathan Polizzi

Introducing Mrs.
Luke

Wanaque School Vice Principal Mrs. Luke
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Next, we wanted to learn about what the job of a vice principal involves, so we asked “ What is your favorite

part about being the Vice Principal of Wanaque School?”. Mrs. Luke stated, “Being Vice Principal is very

different from being a teacher because I have the privilege to see all of the amazing things that students are

learning in all grade levels and content areas.” Next, we asked Mrs, Luke “What made you want to be a Vice

Principal or teacher?” to which she responded , “I wanted to be a Vice Principal because I wanted to help

students grow as lifelong learners on a larger scale.  I enjoy working with all teachers and staff members

and love watching how students are growing in their educational journeys.” 

 

Continuing with the interview, we wanted to know if there is anything Mrs. Luke would like to improve

about Wanaque School. She stated “I would like to have more hands-on learning opportunities for students

both in school and outside of school. I feel that the more opportunities that students have to experience what

they are learning about, the better they will understand the various concepts”. Next, the Black and Gold

asked “What do you feel is your biggest accomplishment as or vice principal so far?”. She truthfully

responded saying, “I would say that my biggest accomplishment so far would be getting to know the teachers,

staff, and students so that I could actively be a part of the beautiful Wanaque community.”We asked next if

Mrs. Luke had any specific goals for next year or the years ahead. To this question she answered, “ My goal

is to continue working with all of the fabulous staff members and teachers so the students of Wanaque

Elementary school can be the best that they can be!”

 

Finally, we wanted to learn about what Mrs. Luke likes when she isn’t doing a wonderful job as our Vice

Principal. We learned that she is married, and when asked if she has any children she responded “I have a

lot of children; approximately 500 students here at Wanaque that I enjoy working with everyday and,

attending their sports games, and other outside of school activities”. She grew up in a small town called

North Arlington, and she added “after my brother was born when I was in 3rd grade, my family wanted to

move closer to other relatives and get a larger home so my brother and I didn’t have to share a room. So we

moved to Paramus where I finished my schooling”. She is a fan of the Cowboys, Devils, and the St. Louis

Cardinals and enjoys listening to all types of music, from classical to rock to R&B and even country.

Finally, we learned that her favorite hobby is cooking. Mrs. Luke said “I love to cook all types of food. I am

pretty good at tasting something new and picking out all the flavors and seasonings and recreating it. My

family keeps asking me to go on Food Network to compete, and I have thought about creating my own

cookbook to share my creations and step by step instructions for replicating my recipes.” 

 

To close out our interview, we asked Mrs. Luke “Do you have any messages you would like to give to the

readers of our newspaper?”. She finished the interview by saying “Everyday is an adventure and only you

can decide how your adventure will go. Always do your best in everything you do”. The Black and Gold

would like to thank Mrs. Luke for allowing us to interview her, and we think she is a wonderful addition to

our Wanaque School Family! Thank you Mrs. Luke and welcome to our school!

We       Our
Administration!



 

By: Noelle Santana

Math Department Q&A
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The black and gold wanted to highlight three of our school’s favorite teachers- The Middle School Math

Department! We did a Question and Answer round with all 3 to get to know them better, especially Ms.

Sisco who is celebrating her 50th year teaching! Enjoy!

Ms. Sisco Q&A

 

Q : How many years have you been teaching for?

A : This is my 50th year of teaching. Hopefully I

will continue for more.

 

Q : How many years have you been teaching at

Wanaque Elementary School?

A : I taught at Haskell school for 30 years before

being moved to Wanaque school. This is my 20th

year at Wanaque. I taught third and fourth grade

all subjects for 10 years and then moved into the

BSI program for at least another 10 before

returning to the regular classroom in  7th grade.

When I was moved to Wanaque, I taught math to

all 7th and 8th graders. Now I teach 6th and 7th

grade math as well as grade 8 algebra.

 

Q : Has teaching changed over the years?

A; One of the major changes is the use of

technology. There were no computers, printers, or

calculators in the classroom when I started

teaching. Students had to do all math work using

paper, pencil, and individual brain power. There

was not as much stress on “passing achievement

tests”. Classes were much larger. My first year I

had 30 students in my class.

 

Q : What is one of your favorite memories of

teaching?

A : One of my favorite memories is seeing how well

some of my former students are doing, especially

the one that are working in Wanaque – Mr.

Paradiso, Ms. Dandrea, Ms. Mladenovic, and Mr.

Saraceni. I am so proud of Mr. Saraceni. He was a

student of mine and was really a handful. He has

turned out to be a great addition to the teaching

world.

 

Q : What was your favorite subject as a student?

A : Math has always been my favorite subject. I was

and am still not that great in language arts. I hated

to write essays and was not very good at it.

 

Q : What college did you attend?

A : I attended Paterson State College for my

bachelor’s degree and William Paterson College for

my master’s degree. Today the name of that school

is William Paterson University.

Middle School Math teacher Ms. Sisco
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Mrs. Babcock Q&A

 

 

Q : What is your favorite part of being a math

teacher?

A : I just love math, so I enjoy trying to convince

others to love math too!

'

Q :What made you want to become a teacher?

A : I have always wanted to become a teacher. When

I was little I used to create lessons for my younger

sister because I was afraid she would forget the

material over the summer. I loved it- my sister, not

so much!

 

Q : If you weren't a teacher, what other job do you

think you would do?

A : I considered being a chemist when I was in

college.

 

Q : What do you enjoy most about Wanaque School?

A : I really enjoy our staff! I have worked in many

other schools in one capacity or another and I can

honestly say that we have the best teachers!

 

Q : How long have you been a teacher? Have you

worked in any other schools before?

A : This is my 8th year teaching. I worked at

Eisenhower Middle School in Roxbury before

working here. I also subbed in many districts and

worked for a specialized school called Celebrate the

Children for a few summers.

 

Q : What is your favorite type of music?

A : Country!

 

Q : Do you like sports? If so, what are your favorite

teams?

A : I am a football fan… Giants all the way!

 

Q : Do you have any children?

A : I have two boys. Jake is 4 and Connor is 15

months old.

 

 

Q : Do you have any hobbies you enjoy outside of

school?

A : I enjoy hiking and going to the movies! Of

course, one of my favorite past times is spending

time with my boys! I also love to crochet!

 

Q : What was your favorite subject as a student

besides math?

A: Science

 

Q : Where did you grow up?

A : Mount Arlington, NJ

 

Q : What is your favorite thing to do in the summer

when you are not teaching?

A : My family owns a house in Cape May. We go

down there as much as we can!

 

Q : What do you feel is your biggest accomplishment

as a teacher?

A : I feel accomplished every time a student

understands something they never thought they

could.

 

Q : Do you have any goals for next school year or

the years ahead?

A : My goal is to get more organized. Sometimes I

can’t even see my desk

 

 

Mrs. Babcock and her family
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Mrs. Green Q&A

 

Q : What is your favorite part of being a math

teacher? 

A : Discovering all the different ways to figure out

a problem.

 

Q : What made you want to become a teacher? 

A : My fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Brown, was THE

BEST!

 

Q : If you weren't a teacher, what other job do you

think you would do? 

A : Gummy Bear “tester”

 

Q : What do you enjoy most about Wanaque

School? 

A : My colleagues

 

·         Q : How long have you been a teacher? Have

you worked in any other schools before? 

A : 11 years; I worked at St. Mary’s School before

Wanaque Elementary School

 

Q : What is your favorite type of music? 

A : A little bit of everything

 

Q : Do you like sports? If so, what are your favorite

teams? 

A : Yes! New York Yankees and New York Giants!

 

Q : Do you have any children? 

A : Yes, three: Luke (7), Charli (6), Peyton (3)

 

Q : Do you have any hobbies you enjoy outside of

school? 

A : Playing with my children; Spending time with

family and friends; Binge watching TV series;

Collecting ideas on Pinterest.

 

Q : What was your favorite subject as a student

besides math? 

A : Art

 

Q : Where did you grow up? 

A : Bloomingdale, NJ

 

Q : What is your favorite thing to do in the summer

when you are not teaching?

A : Relax by a pool and Vacation

 

Q : What do you feel is your biggest accomplishment

as a teacher? 

A : ALL MY STUDENTS’ ACCOMPLISHMENTS

 

Q : Do you have any goals for next school year or

the years ahead? 

A : Use groups and stations more to create a

comfortable environment that students can feel

successful in.

 

We
 

Our
Math
Team!
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This year’s Dr. Seuss day was a great success! The theme for this year was “Oh, The Places You’ll Go” and

we saw the addition of a photo booth this year that was a huge hit with all of the students. As usual, the

day started with the Green Eggs and Ham breakfast, and students visited the Library all day which was

transformed into Seussville! The Middle School students participated in Book Buddies with the

Elementary students, which some teachers felt was a highlight of the day. Classes were visited by guest

readers as well which included Principal Mr. Frick, Vice Principal Mrs. Luke, Guidance Counselor Mrs.

Mauro, Wanaque Mayor Mr. Mahler, Wanaque Councilman Mr. Balunis, and retired Wanaque School Art

teacher Mrs. Riccardelli. Overall, the day was a fun celebration of reading that would not be possible

without the help of the WBEA, PTA, and all of the teachers at Wanaque School! Thank you to all who

helped

 

With the school year winding down and Field Day quickly approaching, the Reading Warrior Challenge is

entering the final month of the competition. To recap the year, the Black team has won 40 field day

points and has read over 790 books! The Gold team has won 40 field day points and has read over 770

books! Great job to both teams- we can’t wait to see which team will be the overall winner! Make sure to

stop by the Library Hallway to check out the Reading Warrior Challenge Bar Graph to see a recap of the

year. Happy Reading!

 

 

 

By: Mr. Paradiso

Library Updates

The Reading Warrior Challenge Graph

Students using the Seuss Day Photo Booth

Mr. Frick playing the Yertle the Turtle Game

Kindergarten students at the Green Eggs and
Ham Breakfast
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By: Mr. Paradiso

Library Updates

Mrs. Mauro guest reading to 4th grade

7th graders playing Yertle the Turtle

Mrs. Luke guest reading to 3rd grade

Mrs. Remington, Mrs. O' Donnell, and Mrs.
Gaudreau participating in "Read a Teacher"

Students reading during Seuss Day Book
buddies

Students coloring during at the Seuss Craft
Station
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By: Emily Becker

High School Musical Jr.

Cast and Crew of High School Musical Jr.

This year's play, titles "High School Musical Jr." turned out to be a huge success! It could not have been

possible without the amazing cast and crew. This Play began with rehearsals that lead to tech week. You

may ask, what's tech week? In theater, Tech week is a night rehearsal that is a full run through of the

play with mics, lighting, etc. Then, before they knew it the last night of tech week had arrived. At 8:00pm

the cast got together and discussed things they have done to prepare and how excited they were to show

everyone what they had prepared. As the night of the play arrived, Everyone was ready to go but one more

thing had to happen first- the trust circle. This is something the cast does before the play. The cast

members squeeze each others hands and once it gets all around the circle it means they are ready for the

show. Overall the show was amazing and we are so proud of the cast and thankful for the directors and

the parents for getting their children to where they need to be for this to happen!

 

 

Cast members on stage Alex Frascella and Ella Debonis, who were
the two lead parts of the play
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By: Jonathan Polizzi

Talent Show

As always, the talent show this year went perfectly! Students from both Wanaque and Haskell schools

came together to show off their talents to our community. All of the acts did a wonderful job and got lots

of cheers and applause from the audience. The show started out with Tony Trozzo leading the pledge of

allegiance and singing the national anthem. Other singers this year included Brook Post, Gianna

Spadaccini, Brieanna Damstrom, Amelia Marotta, Tashae Sanford, Jonathan Polizzi, Ella Aranda, Emily

Becker, Arianna Scott, Heather Slepakoff, Lexi Colamarino, Emma van heerden, and Noelle Santana.

Musical performances included Jamaris Sherman on the piano, Gianna Austin on the guitar, and Divine

Crilly and David Mattson on the saxophone. As usual, the Wanaque and Haskell Chorus sang three songs

to the crowd. Finally, Emily Kebrdle did a comedy routine and Ava Susen did a dance routine. We have to

give a special thanks to Mrs. Spirko for putting this show together every year! Great job to all of the

performers!

 

Talent Show performers

David Mattson and Divine Crilly playing the
saxophone

Ava Susen performing a dance routine
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By: Abby Lane, Samiksha Athreya,Lisa Star,

and Mr. Henry

Science Fair

The Annual Science Fair was held this April. This year, the 8th graders had over 2 months to prepare and

present their Science Fair Projects. Students had the choice to work with a partner or alone. There were a

lot of great projects that were presented to all the different classes. Everyone had very creative ideas and

did a wonderful job. Some of the projects that stuck out when visiting the show were Samiksha and Lisa,

who created an infinity mirror, which is a pair of parallel mirrors which create the illusion of a tunnel.

When the lights turned on, the tunnel was created. Kaelin and Morgan created a rover, based off of the

rover on Mars. The rover was mobile and could be controlled. Emma and Gianna’s project was all about

the mind of a psychopaths, how they function, and all of the thought and feelings that they have on a day

to day basis. Their poster was creatively decorated, with many facts about psychopaths, quotes from

psychopaths, and pictures of psychopaths. Divine and Mady did an experiment about rubber eggs, where

they figured out how to make an egg bounce. They used vinegar, and they let the egg sit in it, and over

time it became able to bounce on a table or desk. Jalen Del Rio did his project on how the rings around a

planet form. Below are some photo highlights of projects students created to showcase to the Wanaque

School community! Congratulations to all 8th grade students and Mr. Henry for a great show!

 

Ethan Cosgrove with his "STEM" project
Sebastian Palmer demonstrating his project,

which was done with Mason Mortensen.
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Below are more highlights from this year's annual Science Fair.

Mady Herrera and Divine Crilly with their
"Rubber Egg Experiment".

Taylor Dubac with her "Ice Cream" project,
done with Karly Nyhuis

Samiksha Athreya and Lisa Star presenting
their "Infinity Mirror" project

Domanik Crilly and Joe Grubowski with their
"Deflategate" Project

Kaitlyn Van Zile and Caroline Bochna with
their "Eggshell Geodes" project.

RJ Schlagel with his tractor project

 

Science Fair
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If you have been at Wanaque School for a long time, you might think you know everything. But, some of our

teachers have hidden talents that they are finally going to share with us all! Take a look at what they’ve been

hiding from us!

By: Amelia Marotta

Teacher Hidden Talents

Teacher: Mrs. Dumont

Hidden Talent: Boxing

 

Q : How long have you been doing your hidden

talent? 

A : I have been boxing for about a year and a

half.

 

Q : What made you interested in this talent? 

A : I went to a fitness conference 2 summers

ago and I met a trainer who was working to

become a professional MMA fighter. (She

recently accomplished her goal when she won

the championship belt at her last fight! Kaytlin

"Katniss" Neil) I took her self-defense class at

the conference and loved how strong and

empowered it made me feel! So I decided to

start working with a personal trainer at my

gym who showed me how to wrap my hands,

fit my gloves, and throw all those cool punches

and kicks you see in the movies!.

 

 

Mrs. Dumont after a boxing session

Teacher: Mrs. Greggo

Hidden Talent: Jazz Singer

 

Q: How long have you been doing your talent?

A: Even though I have been singing since I

was a kid, I started singing in my town church

when I was in middle school. Then when I was

in high school, some other musicians from

church and I put together a jazz band called,

Almost Jazz. While we don't play many gigs

together anymore with our busy schedules, we

manage to get together once in awhile to jam! I

however, sing any chance I can get!

 

Q: What made you interested in this talent? 

A: I always had an interest in music and

enjoyed listening to different genres of music

and the way that singers used their voices to

tell a story. Jazz in particular was always my

favorite because it is soulful and the singers

are so passionate.

 

 

Mrs. Greggo singing
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By: Amelia Marotta

Teacher Hidden Talents

Teacher: Mrs. Valerie

Hidden Talent: Disc Golf

 

Q: Can you explain what your talent is? 

A: Disc golf is similar to golf- it takes minutes

to learn and years to master! Just like in "ball"

golf there are tee pads where you shoot from,

discs that have different flights patterns

including putters, mid-ranges, fairway and

long distance drivers (similar to clubs), and a

basket that is the hole. There are 18 holes on a

course, each hole has a par, and your job is to

get to the basket in as few shots as possible.

Disc golf can be played in many ways,

including individual (player with the lowest

score wins); match play (you compete hole by

hole and the player with the fewer shots on a

hole wins that hole, the player who wins the

most holes wins the round); and doubles, in

which you and a partner versus another pair

and the pair with the lowest score in the round

wins. 

 

Q : How long have you been doing it? 

A : I have been playing disc golf for

approximately 5 years, competitively on a team

for 3.

 

Q : What made you interested in this talent? 

A : An old friend and I knew there was a nice

park in the neighboring town of Warwick, New

York. We discovered disc golf as a cheap way

to get outdoors on nice days.

 

 

A typical disc golf basket. Image courtesy of
PDGA.com

Teacher: Mr. Paradiso

Hidden Talent: Bowling

 

Q: How long have you been doing your talent?

A: I started bowling when I was 6 years old.

My dad was a competitive bowler as well and

signed my cousin and I up for a weekly

bowling league for fun when I was in 1st grade.

I really enjoyed it and was good at it so I

continued to bowl from then on. I have bowled

on a league every single year since I was 6 and

I turn 26 in July, so this is my 20th year. 

 

Q: What made you interested in this talent? 

A : The fact that my dad bowled initially made

me interested since it was something that we

could do for fun together. Once I continued to

practice and get better and realized I was

actually really good at it, I wanted to continue.

I was the captain of the bowling team when I

was in High School at Lakeland Regional High

School, and I am currently on three different

bowling teams. I bowled a new high series this

year (which is the total of 3 games)- 243, 279,

and 233 for a 755 series. This makes 

me want to practice even more!

 

 

Mr. Paradiso bowling when he was in 1st grade 
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By: Emily Becker and Laiana Anderson

Band Updates

The first debut of the band happened on

February 7 2019. Mr. Testa worked hard to

pick pieces that showcased each instrument.

The band was very successful and we are so

proud of both the students and Mr. Testa. His

main focus was to impress the 4th graders so

that way they will choose to join the band

program next year and the cycle can continue.

Band members have worked extremely hard

and dedicated their time to assure that the

music sounded great. 

 

The band program will be heading to Dorney

Park on May 17th! They will be performing 3

pieces such as, “A Song for Peace”,

“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious”, and

“Regency Fanfare”. These pieces show the

great things about both woodwinds and brass

families. Recently, the band held a fundraiser

at Stop and Shop to raise money for this trip.

The band raised over $700 and it has helped

bring the cost of the trip down for the

students. The band is so thankful for all of the

donations and cannot wait for this trip!

 

 

The Wanaque School Band, led by Mr. Testa

On April 16th, the GCT Art program went to

the Whitney Museum of American Art in New

York City. The museum was closed for the

public on this day, and was only open to

schools to come and visit and get private tours.

During the trip, the group focused on amazing

pieces of art through time, as well as

America’s history. The group enjoyed artwork

by talking about it and exploring the galleries

while being led through the museum by a

private guide. One painting focused on was

created in 1912 with the setting of New York as

the inspiration. Other pieces viewed were

urban art pieces that are shown all over the

city. Finally, the GCT Art students also

participated in numerous activities relating to

the art and artists while at the museum. This

was a wonderful affair that enriched a great

understanding of America’s art.

 

 

GCT Art students with their private tour guide

GCT Art Trip
By: Amelia Marotta

Art teacher Mrs. Vogel pretending to be
shocked the museum is closed. The museum

was open only for private school tours.

Band members in rehearsal
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By: Jonathan Polizzi, Mrs. Decker, and Mr.

Saraceni

Student Council Roundup

It has been a wild ride! Our Student Council members have been working very hard! This year, Wanaque

School’s Student Council organized many fundraisers and events for the student body. The Student

Council was able to raise money to fund the organization and also donate to charities. One way that

Student Council was able to do this was through bagel sales. Bagel sales are a great way to raise money,

but they require a lot of prep-work! The Student Council also held a candy gram sale for Valentines Day

and ordered lollipops in bulk which is smart when it comes to making money. Some other events

coordinated by the Student Council included the Souper Bowl Food Drive, School Dances, and the Student

Council Field Trip. Before the Super Bowl, student council gave out raffle tickets for students who

donated canned food. Some students took this very seriously and donated a lot of food! Overall, over 600

cans were donated to Passions Church in Wanaque and the PTA helped raffle 4 $25 dollar Amazon gift

cards to students who donated. The Student Council sponsored a dance in March for St. Patrick’s Day and

students bought raffle tickets for a chance to pie Mr. Saraceni in the face! . Lastly, the student council

recently went on a trip to a Trenton Thunder baseball game with the Haskell School Student Council to

help bring the two schools together and plan ideas for next year’s student council members. Overall, the

Student Council this year has been very successful. Let's wish our Student Council good luck for next

year, and be on the alert for information about the upcoming water balloon sale which will be sponsored

by the Student Council!

 

Students dancing at the Student Council Dance

Student Council with cans they collected,
which were donated to a local church Raffle winners holding their Amazon gift

cards, donated by the PTA

Student Council at the Trenton Thunder
Baseball Game
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By: Jonathan Polizzi and Mr. Paradiso

BMX Assembly

On April 9th, our school was visited by Pro BMX rider Chris Poulos. This assembly was sponsored by the

Wanaque School PTA, and included Mr. Poulos showing off BMX stunts while teaching students

important life lessons. Chris Poulos began riding bikes when he was just 3 years old, starting out on a

tricycle. As he grew up, his parents realized he loved being active and enrolled him in sports such as

hockey, baseball, and basketball. But, Mr. Poulos realized that riding BMX was his passion. He started out

as a pro in 1988, and later turned his love for BMX riding into a career in motivational speaking. On his

website, which is Chrispoulos.com, Chris states “Since 1988, I have empowered millions of young people

with my words of wisdom, real life stories, and amazing bicycle stunts. Call it character education, anti

bullying, youth leadership, or whatever you want. The bottom line? In my own original way, I get the

point across and help young people absorb timeless life lessons.” This was true when Chris came to visit

Wanaque School as well. While doing BMX stunts and showing off his skills, Mr. Poulos told us stories

about his life that helped students learn new ways to be kind to each other. 

During the show, Chris did multiple stunts on his bike. Some of the stunts he performed, which he named

himself, were called the “Funky Chicken”, “The Peanut Butter and Jelly”, and “The Naval Destroyer”.

Lastly, Chris performed a stunt where he jumped over teachers that were laying on the gym floor. For the

younger grades, he jumped over Mr. Murray and Mrs. Biasini. For the older grades, he jumped over Ms.

Krajewski and Mrs. Babcock. Overall, his show was very entertaining and taught students very important

lessons. Be on the lookout for his upcoming book, which will be released soon, titled “Teen Enpowerment-

The Formula To Xtreme Succsess” and make sure to follow him on instagram @chrispoulosbmx, with

parent permission.

 

Chris Poulos jumping over Ms. Krajewski and
Mrs. Babcock

Chris Poulos jumping over Mr. Murray and
Mrs. Biasini
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By: Emily Becker, Laiana Anderson, Amelia

Marotta, and Riley Osmanoglu

The Review Corner

Book Reviews:

 

Dead Beautiful By Yvonne Woon:

We give this book 5 stars because of the

suspense and romance that goes on

throughout the book. Another reason we

enjoyed the book so much was that is was a

murder mystery and there are multiple

books in this series to keep you reading for

a while. The novel is about a teenager

named Renee Winters, a new orphan that is

sent to Gottfried Academy where she falls

in a forbidden love and uncovers mysteries

of her own.

 

Restart By Gordon Korman:

We give this book 5 stars because of the

message of kindness this books spreads.

This is really a self reflection book. The

novel is about a boy named Chase Ambrose

who falls off the roof forgetting

everything. He finds out things about his

past that shock him.

 

Album Reviews :

 

Sweetener by Ariana Grande

After years of searching, Ariana Grande

has found her true voice. Sweetener is an

awesome pop album. It has songs that apply

to all ages and that is something that many

people love about her music. We give this

album a 96 out of 100.

 

V by Maroon 5 

Some people believe this album is possibly

better than their 2012 album "Overexposed".

Maroon 5 is a very popular boy band. After

the Jonas brothers got back together, the

population of Maroon 5 fans dropped but

this album helped bring it back up. We give

this album a 94 out of 100

 

Evolve by Imagine Dragons

 

The Imagine Dragons album Evolve is a

favorite to many people. That is not

surprising considering all of the catchy

songs on the album. Several people have

commented on how great Imagine Dragons

are in concert when they sing this album.

We give this album a 98 out of 100.
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By: Abby Lane and Lisa Star

Lil Uzi Vert retires?

In January, rapper Lil Uzi Vert decided to

take the music world by surprise by posting

a big announcement on Instagram that he

will be done with music and would like to

thank his fans. This year he was planning

on doing something big but it was going

take a lot of time for that to be done. He

was going to come out with this new album

with a lot of brand new songs. But, under

the pressure from his fans, he was rushed

and couldn’t handle it. He got very upset

and decided to erase every single song on

the album and not put it out. On his

instagram he said,” I wanna take the time

to say thank each and every one of my

supporters but I’m done with music. I

deleted everything. I wanna be normal….. I

wanna wake up in 2013”.  So this means

that he has gotten rid of everything and he

wants to go back 2013 when he wasn't in

the music business. 

 

But, in another shocking turn of events,

the following month he had decided to start

up again. He realized that ending all of it

was not a good idea. He really thought

about how much he really loved making

and singing music. He didn’t want to just

throw that away, like it meant nothing to

him when it really did. This is why he

decided to come back and make music

again. It is believed that he may have done

this as a publicity stunt for attention

because he was only gone for less than 2

weeks. Recently, he came out with a new

song called "Free Uzi", which he released

on Youtube. The song has gotten over 3.6

million views and counting, so it is safe to

say he is back and better than ever in the

music industry.

 

Popular Rapper Lil Uzi Vert. Photo courtesy
of Billboard.com

Instagram post where Lil Uzi Vert announces
he is quitting



Across : 

1 a class where you sing

 

5 a class where you learn about literature

 

11 where you play instruments

 

12 a class where you learn about first aid

 

13 a class where you learn about animals, the

solar system, and forces

 

15 a special where you check out books

 

16 one of the school colors

 

Down : 

2 a class where you learn another language

 

3 the name of our school

 

4 a class where you watch cnn 10

 

6 a class that you learn how to add

 

7 a class where you learn about the past

 

8 one of the school colors

 

9 when you get to eat

 

10 when you get to play outside

 

14 a special that has to do with making things

 

16 a special that has to do with athletics
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